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Ambler Asbestos 
Century Shingles 



Front view Church of Ave Maria, West End Boulevard, New Orleans. Building entirely demolished by terrific winds 
while the roof was only slightly affected by the -wind and the falling of the building combined 

A Roof that will stand a Gulf Tornado will stand anything — 

and here, as in Omaha, Galveston and Savannah, Ambler 

Asbestos c Century' ' Shingles more than lived up to their 

reputation of being indestructible. 
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KEASBEY & MATTISON COMPANY 

Makers of Asbestos Building Material 

AMBLER, PA. 
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The New Orleans Tornado 

The tornado of September 29th, 1915, following close upon the storm that caused 
so much damage in Galveston, was a severe test of all forms of building material and a 
serious menace to human life and property in general. Flying debris caused the death 
of fourteen people in New Orleans, while the State suffered a loss of two hundred. 

New Orleans is just 110 miles from the Gulf, yet the wind in the city sustained for 
a considerable period a velocity of 86 miles an hour and at one time reached 130 miles. 
Forty miles an hour is a gale. Consider then the strain to which buildings were 
subjected with the wind blowing three times as hard. 

As an indication of what 130 miles an hour means — some idea can be gathered 
from the following table of the lighter winds:— 

-. 

NAME MILES PER HOUR APPARENT EFFECT 

Calm No visible horizontal motion to inanimate matter. 

Light 1 to 2 Causes smoke to move from the vertical. 

Gentle 3 to 5 Moves leaves of trees. 

Fresh 6 to 14 Moves small branches of trees and blows up dust. 

Brisk 15 to 24 Good sailing breeze. Makes whitecaps. 

High 25 to 39 Sways trees and breaks small branches. 

Gale 40 to 59 Dangerous for sailing vessels. 

Storm 60 to 79 Prostrates exposed trees and frail houses. 

Hurricane 80 upwards Prostrates everything. 



Mr. Walter Parker, General Manager of the New Orleans Association of Com- 
merce, is responsible for the statement that the city proper was damaged to the 
extent of $2,000,000, most of which followed the destruction and consequent 
leaking of slate roofs. 

Fortunately fires were few and scattered. No serious outbursts w ? ere reported 
anywhere. The real damage was due to the wind — and the greatest expense to the 
city was the repairing — and in many instances replacing roofs that had been destroyed 
be}'oncl repair. 

How well Ambler Asbestos "Century" Shingles distinguished themselves in this 
storm can be gathered from the letters written by some of New Orleans' leading 
citizens and business men. Those letters are reproduced in this book. Read them. 

Study them, for they point the way to the 
one economical — safe — and permanent roofing. 
Let New Orleans' experience be your guide. 
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Rear view of Church of Ave Maria showing how Ambler Asbestos "Century" Shingles held together unharmed during 

the terrific blow, while the building itself went to pieces 

Your roof may never have to stand a New Orleans tornado, but wouldn't it be a mighty comfortable feeling 
to know that even a New Orleans tornado could not hurt your roof ? 

Doesn't it strike you that a roof that will stand a New Orleans tornado will stand most anything P 

Ambler Asbestos "Century" Shingles are cut to uniform size and pressed to uniform thickness. Every 

shingle is like every other shingle. Consequently they lay flat and snug to the roof, leaving no crevice 

or irregularity into which the wind can get and find weak resistance. That's the reason they held up so 
well in the tornados at New Orleans — Galveston — Omaha and Savannah. 

Wind resistance is not the only virtue of an Ambler Asbestos "Century" Shingle. They are 
FIRE PROOF. They will not only resist fire but they cannot carry fire to adjoining buildings. This 
feature is as permanent as the shingles themselves, which being built from cement and asbestos are 
practically indestructible. 

Ambler Asbestos Century" Shingles are expense proof too. They never require paint, for gas — 
acid fumes — sunlight — rain — snow and time cannot dim their soft natural tones. We know of many of the 
first roofs installed ten years ago that have been neither painted nor repaired. They have not cost the 
owners a penny since the day they were put on. 

Put on a roof that will LAST — that will look good as long as it lasts — a roof that will never be a 
burden — a roof that you can forget from the day you put it on. That roof will be the most economical roof. 
It will be a roof you will point to with pride years from now. It will be the one roof that will keep the family 
safe and sound through wind and rain and fire. It will be an Ambler Asbestos " Century" Shingle Roof. 

Send for samples— prices— information 






127 <2axon6cf«t St. 
Slew. Orfcawo, £a. 



October 21, 1915, 



J. T. Mann Co. , Inc. , 

Agt. for fteasby Mattison, Asbestos Shingles, 
Dear Sirs, 

I have pleasure in adding ray testimony to the fine manner 
in which your Ambler Asbestos Shingle roofs in this vicinity have 
stood the test of the recent most severe tornado that has ever struck 
ITew Orleans, etc. As compared with slate, tiles, iron or composition 
roofings, your Ambler Asbestos Shingles have come out with flying col* 
or 3 in this very severe test, and I feel sure from many remarks I have, 
heard, that in future your shingles will be far more generally appre- 
ciated. And I therefore feel sure that this "ill wind" will bring 
you considerable good in the extension of your business. 



Yours truly, 



^Ki&^Jk $oy^ 
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Residence of Mr. R. S. Hernandez, Architect, on Esplanade Avenue. This building is covered with Ambler Asbestos 
"Century" Shingles. Not a shingle on this roof was damaged 




This building is just 50 feet from the residence of Mr. Hernandez. Note how the wind tore the natural slate shingles 

from the roof. Figure too the cost of repairing 
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CAFFEBY, QUINTERO & BRUMBY 
ATTORNEYS 



HENNEN BUILDING 
NEW ORLEANS 



CON ELSON CAf F Cni 
LAMAR C QUINTERO 
I. MARSHALL QUINTERO 
ROBERT E BRUMBY 



CAFFERY BUILDING 
FRANKLIN, LA. 



new Orleans, la.. October 31, 1915, 



October 31, 1915. 



Jt T. Mann & Co. Inc., 

Agents for Keasbey & Mattleon 
Asbestos Century Slates, 

909 Union Street, City, 
Gentlemen :- 

I take pleasure in recommending your Ambler Asbestos 
slate roofing, whioh, during the recent storm, stood the test 
so admirably. All the roofs in my neighborhood, particularly 
the natural slate roofs, suffered more or less from the ravages 
of the storm, but my Ambler Asbestos elate roof came through 
without any damage beyond two or three ridge tiles being slightly 
lifted. There was general comment by people who observed the 
destruction in the neighborhood of how well the Ambler Asbestos 
slate roof had stood the test and all other roofs had succumbed. 

I am always glad to furnish a testimonial wherever 
it is deserved and, in this instance, it is most assuredly so. 

Very truly yours, 

J. M. Q.-R. 
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This Franklin Avenue residence— standing alone^without the protection of surrounding houses came through the storm with 
practically no damage to the roof. It was covered with Ambler Asbestos "Century" Shingles 




While this building directly across the street had to have the roof thoroughly overhauled and repaired. An Ambler 
Asbestos "Century" Shingle roof would have saved this expense 
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HORTMAN COMPANY, INC. 

544-546 AUDUBON BLDG. 



New Orleans, La, 

Oct, 20, 1915, 



J , T , Mann & Co . , 

New Orleans, La, 
Gentlemen :-- 

In reply to your card of the 12th, will say that 
the Ambler Asbestos Shingle roof applied on rny houses on General 
Taylor and Dryades Sts. stood the storm wonderfully. Very little 
of the roof was blown off. Your charges for repairs of $3.45 was 
very light indeed. 

Yours truly,. 




to G. E. & E. E. REIMANN CO., Ltd., d, 

Contractors and Builders. 

Phone Galvez 850 618 S. GAY0S0 ST. 
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New Orleans, La. Qot. 9th, 15, 



J. T. Mann & Co, , City,. 

Mr, Morris. 
Dear Sir:- 

In making inspections of over one hundred buildings 
throughout this City, I find that your Ambler Asbestos Shingles 
stood the storm better than any other roofing, more especially 
at Lakeview, where the storm was, as a great many think ^the most 
severe, your Asbestos Shingles stood the test. 

Respectfully, 

G. E.& E, E, Reimann Co. Ltd. 

President. 
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DRYADES. EUTERPE and POLVMXIA STS. 



SF.1V YORK OFFICE. 1123 UDOADWAY 



(&few (jgdeanA, Oct. 30,. 1915. 



Messrs. J. T. Mann & Co., 

909 Union St. City. 
Gentlemen: - 

I want to compliment you and congratulate myself 
upon the satisfaction with the roof you placed on my home some 
five years ago of Ambler Asbestos "Century" Slate which stood 
so well during the late storm while the neighbors slates 
all around me was flying in all directions. Mine stood the test 
and not a particle of damage. I am writing this to you, not 
only for your satisfaction but for the public at large. With kind 
regards, I am, 

Yours very truly, 

Julius Levy 

#1833 Bordeaux St. 

E. BORNEMANN &c CO. 



Mess. J. T. Mann & Co., Inc., 

#909 Union Street, 

New Orleans. 
Dear Sire:- 

I want to congratulate myself on having purchased from 
you a Roof composed of Ambler Asbestos "Century" slate. 

The roof of my house got the full force of the storm, 
having exposure on two sides, and after being thoroughly inspected 
no damage could be found. I can safely recommend this Roof to any 
one desiring to be protected as I was during the storm of Sept. 39th. 

Yours truly, 

# 4318 Magnolia St. 
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The storm that wrecked Galveston didn't harm 
Ambler Asbestos "Century" Shingles — 




dt Ho dcrcdt Ust£t £cjUc^J^LUt^ 
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R. SIDNEY HERNANDEZ 

ARCHITECT 

1557 N BROAD ST 

REMOVED TO 
2130 BAYOU ROAD 



NEW ORLEANS. LA.. MOV. 4th. 1915 

Messrs, J*?. Mann & Go; Inc. 

No. 909 Union St. 

City. 
Gentlemen: 

I have specified and used "Keasby & Mat ti son 
Asbestos Century Slate" as applied by you, on several 
of ray jobs, and on my own buildings, including my new 
residence, and am delighted to state that all my clients 
S3 well as myself are united in praising your slate, 
and are tickled to death at the way they stood the 
test as against natural slate, and other roofing materi- 
als, in the most severe storm that ever visited this 
city on September 29th, 1915. 

Yours truly, 



^^^^cy/^^*^^^. 



11 



DC 



J. T. Mann & Co., Inc, 
909 Union Street, 
City. 

Gentlemen: - 



New Orleans, La, 9/19/15. 



I wish to take this opportunity of Baying 
to you Gentlemen that the Ambler Asbestos Slate you put 
on my new residence in Pritchard Place, about a year ago, 
suffered little or no damage during the recent hurricane, 
while natural slate roofs in the neighborhood showed consider- 
able havoc done to them by this storm. 

I am certainly very much pleased and gratified 

that I had an Asbestos Slate roof on my house, instead of a 

natural slate. 

Yours very truly, 



DCW. 




Ctc^-c^C. 
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October 35th, 1915, 
J, T. Mann & Co., Inc., 

City. 
Gentlemen: 

The hurricane of September 39th damaged the roof of 
my home to the extent of One ($1) Dollar. Reason:- It is 
covered with Ambler Asbestos "Century" slates, applied by 
you. I would not build another house unless the specifica- 
tions called for Asbestos "Century" slates. 

Yours very trul; 
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Mr. M. Monheit's residence 
at 1045 N. 34th Street, Omaka, 
stood through the Omaha Cyclone un- 
damaged. Note the wreckage next door. 
Mr. Monheit protected himself with an 
Ambler Asbestos Century Shingle roof. 




Note carefully the 
damage done to these 
natural slate roofs by the 
Omaha Cyclone. The 
owners could have saved 
both money and trouble 
with Ambler Asbestos 
Century Shingles. 



The Omaha Cyclone did not prove 
violent enough to bother the Ambler 
Asbestos Century Shingle roof of Thomas 
E. Swift, 3861 California Street, Omaha, 
Neb. His neighbors lost their entire 
roofs. 
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The Residence of Mr. Max Burkenroad, 

2060 N. 19th Street, Omaha, 
covered with Ambler Asbestos Century 
Shingles, came through the cyclone 
unhurt. The force of the wind leveled 
the chimney but did not affect the roof. 



' The badly damaged 
condition of the two 
different types of tile 
roofs needs no com- 
ment. The one to the 
left is the residence of 
Mr. John McDonald, 
5)7 N. 38th Street, 
Omaha, and to the right 
that of Mr. Arthur 
English, 521 N. 3Sth 
Street, Omaha. These 





houses are in close 
proximity to those 
shown above, below, 
and on the preceding 
page. The buildings 
covered with Ambler 
Asbestos Ceii tury 
Shingles, although 
directly in the path of 
the tornado, came 
through practically un- 
injured. 



Mr. Thomas Brown's home, 
at 18th and Wirt Street, Omaha, 
was covered with Ambler Asbestos 
Century Shingles and received the full 
force of the tornado. The Asbestos 
Shingle roof was not harmed in the least, 
although the wind twisted the heavy gal- 
vanized iron ridge finish and finials. 
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Residence Dr. C. H. Wilde, Milwaukee, Wis. 

To the man who wants absolute protection against outside fire hazards- the "all-shingled" house leaves nothing to be 
desired. It not only makes afire-tight house, but it serves at the same time as protection against heat and cold- minimizing 
the effects of both. 

And since Ambler Asbestos Century Shingles never require painting— do not warp, curl or chip under any climatic con- 
dition or as a result of repeated atmospheric changes the feature of economy is a big one and worth serious consideration. 




Residence Dr. Wm. Fisher, Toledo, Ohio 

The appealing half-timbered effect in this residence was secured by the use of sheets of Ambler Asbestos Building 
Lumber. The roof is covered with Ambler Asbestos Century Shingles. Samples of both shingles and lumber will be sent 
upon request. 
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AMBLER ASBESTOS "CENTURY" SHINGLES 




A physician's garage at Newport, R. I. 
The roof and upper side walls of this garage were laid when the garage was built, eleven years ago. Since that 
time not a penny has been spent for either paint or repairs and the roof is just as tight and just as sound as it was the 
day it was laid. And all this in spite of the fact that it has been subjected to the most severe winter weather— the kind 
of freezes, snows, rains and winds that tear up the New England coast. Looking at the roof today one gets the impression 
that it cannot be more than a few months old. There are more than four hundred other garages and costly homes at 
Newport, R. I., covered with Ambler Asbestos " Century " Shingles. 
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The three striking colors in which Ambler Asbestos "Century" Shingles are made— and the three popular methods 
of application — when combined, make possible a number of color and decorative effects. 



Send for prices — samples — information 



KEASBEY & MATTISON COMPANY 

Makers of Asbestos Building Material 
AMBLER, PA. 



